Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 163257 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 10-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 
NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 /054 R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/P:FJSEIDNER/VRM 

APPROVED BY EUR/P:FJSEIDNER 

EUR/EE:JSEYMOUR 

IO/UNP - L. HAGE 

S/PRS - J.TRATTNER 

043823 140458Z/21 

R 132134Z JUL 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
INFO AMCONSUL ZAGREB 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS STATE 163257 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, YO, US 

SUBJECT: NOON BRIEFING STATEMENT ON TERRORISM 

FOLLOWING EXCHANGE TOOK PLACE AT TODAY'S NOON BRIEFING: 

BEGIN QUOTE 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON THE ATTACK IN THE YUGOSLAV 
PRESS ON THE UNITED STATES FOR RELEASING OF THOSE THREE 
CROATIAN HIJACKERS? 

A: WELL, WHAT IS IT YOU ARE REALLY ASKING ME ON THIS NOW? 

I DON'T WANT TO PHRASE THE QUESTION. 

Q: WELL, FIRST OF ALL, DO YOU SEE A DETERIORATION IN 
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RELATIONS RESULTING FROM THIS RELEASE? AND, IS THERE ANY 
VIEW ON THE RELEASE OF THESE THREE? 

A: O.K..WELL IN RESPONSE TO THAT: DESPITE ACTIVITIES 
SUCH AS THAT ATTACK, WHICH WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT, WE FEEL 
THAT OUR OVERALL RELATIONS WITH YUGOSLAVIA CONTINUE TO BE 
ON A SOUND FOOTING. 
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AND THERE IS NO QUESTION AT ALL THAT INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE 
ADD AN ELEMENT OF ANXIETY IN OUR DEALINGS WITH YUGOSLAVIA, 
AND WE ARE DETERMINED TO DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO PUT A 
STOP TO THEM. 

I MIGHT ADD THAT WHEN PEOPLE HAVE BEEN APPREHENDED IN 
THESE INCIDENTS, INDICTMENTS HAVE BEEN RENDERED. 

WE ARE, AS WE HAVE BEEN SINCE WOODROW WILSON, COMMITTED 
TO MAINTAINING YUGOSLAVIA'S UNITY AND INTEGRITY AS A 
NATION. WE ARE STILL FIRMLY COMMITTED TODAY. 

INSOFAR AS A COMPLAINT ABOUT THE THREE BEING LET OUT (AND 
I THINK THAT IS REALLY WHAT PROVOKED THIS) THE THREE 
CROATS HAVE BEEN LET OUT ON BAIL, BUT THEY WILL BE BROUGHT 
TO TRIAL ON THE CHARGES THAT HAVE BEEN RAISED AGAINST 
THEM. END QUOTE 

COMMENT: SUBSEQUENT TO BRIEFING, DEPARTMENT LEARNED THAT 
CROATS HAVE BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN RAISING BAIL MONEY AND, 
HENCE, ARE STILL IN CUSTODY. CORRECTION WILL BE MADE FOR 
THE RECORD. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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